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Reverend Father in God, the Lord Biſhor 
of Bangor, for his Sermon preached n 
this Court, and the Governors of the 
ſeveral Hoſpitals of this City, at the 
Pariſh-Church of St. Bridget, on Monday 
in Eafter-1” gel laſt, and that he be 
i defired to Print the ſame. 
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"2 Fo ; if Yo 1 May, 2730, 
; | "Twelfth Year of ti; 


=o of King George the Second, 
* Great Britain, &. 


T is ; Ordered, T hat the Thanks of 
this Court be given to the Right 
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H E 3 of Mercy, to "the 
Practice of which we are exhorted 
in the Text, is one of the great 
Duties of Natural Religion; I call 
it a great Duty, becauſe whether 


: we judge of its Importance from its Suitableneſs 
to the Nature of the Deity, and his Rules of 


ating in the Creation, or from its Friendlineſs 


to Human Society, or its Uſefulneſs to every 
Individual, we ſhall find it equal to, if not exceed- 
ing in its Influence and Perfection every other 
Vertue. Our Saviour therefore, upon this great 
and ſolemn Occaſion, when he is delivering the 
Subſtance of his Doftrine for the Inſtruction and 
Obſervance of the World, takes care to diſtinguiſh 'Y 


this Vertue, to give it a principal Place in his 
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to conlidar thi Precept a little more particularly ; 

[> ity of ſuch clear and ac- 


"and 7 to ss it to the 


our Account in a diſtin Examination of it, in 


"4 explaining it as clearly and particularly, and re- 


 commending it as. forcibly and affectionately as we 


can. And- -frſt, for explaining Mercy, I think 


there 1s little or no Difficulty i in the general No- 
tion of it, That ſeems, in a great Meaſure, fecur'd 


by the Cans of our common Apprehenſions ; 
for the main Lines of our natural Duty are ſo 
large and legible, whether from their apparent 


Reaſonableneſs and Conveniency, or from being 


writ by the Finger of God, and woven into our 
Frame and Conſtitution, that it is hardly poſſible 
for any Man to be ignorant of them. — Certain it 


is, That if we do err in our Notions about them, 
the Fault is more in our Wills than our Under- 
ſtanding. I might therefore excuſe myſelf from 
giving a Definition of this Vertue, and ſend every 
Man to his own Breaſt for Tnformation about it. 


Or, if T muſt attempt it, for Method's fake, 


the cleareſt Account that 1 can give of it in 
Words, is, That it is that Kindneſs and Benig- 


nity of Diſpoſition, by which we are carried to 


Pity 


1 * 8 JE 
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pity he Dorey, or 
others, and by. . * 


left to ourſel ves 


and our natural Inclinations, "to ſupply- and re- 


lie ve them. This Account of Mercy, will, I think, 
include all the © Objects about Which it can be ex- 


ereis d, when we confider it as a ſocial Vertue, re- 


Warns or 45 Mm of 


a gularly and mutually exerted, in pitying the In- 
firmities and relieving the Diftreſſes of one ano-— 


ther, in comforting the Afflicted, in inſtructing the 


Tenorant.” m reclaiming the Wicked, in forgiving 


Injuries, in departing from our ſtrict Right, and 


moderating the Severity of Juftice; in doing more 


for the Good of others than we are ftrialy oblig'd 
to do, and in ſhewing a general Sweetneſs and 


Humanity of Lemper. — This, I think, is Mercy 


in its full Extent and Influence; and it may be of 


very good practical Uſe to us, to run over theſe 


ſeveral Particulars in our Minds a little more 
diſtinctly. And firſt, It is the Property of Mercy 

do pity the Infirmities of other Men; to put on, 
as the Scriptures expreſs it, Bowels of Mercy, to 


cultivate a Tenderneſs and Humanity of Temper, 
a quick and ready Feeling of each others Wants 


and Pains ; by which I would not be underſtood 


to mean, a ſoft and unmanly Weakneſs, Paſſion 
-vvichour the Power and Conſtancy of Reaſon, but 


a generous Sympathy and Affection, ſteadily and 
wiſely pitying and conſidering the unhappy Cir- 


cumſtances of other Men. 
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man Misfortpnes 
that it is ſo; for we ſce, in effect, notwithiſtand- 
ing this natural Biaſs, notwithſtanding the Reaſon- 
ableneſs and Conveniency of this vertuous Diſpo- 
ſition, notwithſtanding its plain Connection with 


2 


E this is what Indee den wy are WO carried 
to without the Diſeiplins 91. Resten, or the Pre- 
re is ſomething in the 
Human Conſtitution that naturally melts at Hu- 
35 and * is well for the World 


our own Intereſt, who are ſo often the Ob- 
jects of others Pity and Compaſſion, and the 


ſtrict Injunction and moſt engaging Example of 
our great Maſter and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, we 
frequently make a ſhift to work ourſelves up to 
ſuch an Hardneſs and Inſenſibility at each other's 


Calamities, that we ſeem to have changed our na- 


_ - tural Tempers, and to have become more inhu- 
man than Sayages, and obdurate as the Rocks, 
Not conſidering, that ſuch behaviour as this is an 
huge Reproach to us; for let our Condition in 
Life be never ſo high and proſperous, (a Condition 
moſt expos d uſually to Pride and Inhumanity) 
Compaſſion to thoſe below us will neither leſſen 
its Dignity nor abate its Happineſs: It will indeed 
encreaſe the one and aggrandize the other; for 
nothing is more noble and generous, more reaſon- 
able in itſelf, more eaſy and ſatisfactory, more be- 


coming a Man, and, our Saviour aſſures here, more 
' agreeable to the Spirit of his Religion, than to be 
| Merciful 


The TORENAYOR; &c. 


Merciful. — Mercifol in our Diſpoſition, and 
Merciful in our actual Charity, 

For it is to be conſider'd that Relief of Men's 
Misfortunes, is the natural Conſequence of Pity 
and Compaſſion : Pity muſt 1 our Mercy; 
but our Mercy is very pleat it does not 
produce our Charity; hl actual Charity is 
impoſſible, there the Diſpoſition alone will be 
eſtimated and rewarded for Mercy, but nothing 
can excuſe our with-holding our Aſſiſtance, Where 
it is in our Power to afford it. — And what, I 
would ask, are thoſe Circumſtances wherein it 1s 

not: It is hardly poſſible, but among Men of the 
ſame Community, where there is an hearty Com- 
paſſion for one another's Calamities, there is, in 
every Man, a Way to relieve them, by preſent 
Help, by Advice, by Intereſt, by Money or Sol- 
licitation, or, if all theſe fail; by our kind and 
charitable Prayers, and recommending a ſuffering 
Fellow-Creature to the merciful Providence ol 
God Almighty. — By one or other of theſe Ways, 
it is in every Man's Power to ſhew his Mercy ; 
and therefore not to aſſiſt another in his Sufferings, 
is not only ſhort of the merciful Diſpoſition of a 
_ Chriſtian, but an Argument moreover of great 
Sayageneſs and Inhumanity. 
1 mention d it, as another Property of Mercy 
F 1 comfort the Afflicted; by which I wou'd be 


underſtood principally to mean relieying one ano= 
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ther in all the Diftreſſes of our Minds. It is there 
that we are liable to the greateſt and moſt touch- 
ing Evils; for it is on all Hands agreed, and is 
indeed demonſtrable, that the Pains of the Body 

are no way comparable to the Piſtreſſes of the 
Mind.—Tts Agonies are inexpreſſible, and whether 
they ariſe from Guilt, from Fear, from Weakneſs, 
or from outward Circumſtances, it is not only an 


; Inſtance of the kindeſt Friendſhip and tendereſt 
Humanity, but of the pureſt and moſt excellent 
Goodneſs, to ſooth and alleviate them, to adviſe 


the Guilty, to fortify the Fearful, to raiſe and re- 


vive the Weak, and to adminiſter the Succours of 


Reaſon and Religion to the Broken and Deſpond- 


ing. And this reminds me of another Inſtance of 
Mercy to our Fellow-Creatures and Fellow- 
: Chriſtians, which is, inſtructing the Ignorant, giv- 
ing them juſt Notions of the Deity, of his provi- 
dential Care of and Love to Men in the Religion 
of Chriſt Jeſus, and of their Obligations to Hu- 
man Society and to Themſelyes; for certainly the 
more we know of God, and the better we under 


ſtand ourſelves and our Duty, the better and the 


happier Men we ſhall be for it. The doing this 


has always been deem'd a Point of great Wiſdom, 


and Goodneſs, and Mercy in the Chriſtian Che N 


racter: It is, in a manner, peculiar to it, and the 


Reaſon of its being ſo, is very evident; for, if 


there be Truth in the grand Doctrine of Chrifta- 


alty, a RefurreQion and a Future Life, as the 


| Reward 
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Reward or Puniſhment of the Preſent, nothing i is 
of ſo much Conſequence to Mankind, as to ad- 
vance the Knowledge, and encourage the Practice 
of that good Religion. While this Life only was 
the Point in View, provided the great Ends of 
Society were anſwer d, and the Peace and Proſ- 
perity of the Publick tolerably ſecur'd, it might 


be thought there was no great Occaſion to be ex- 


treamly ſollicitous about cultivating the Minds of 
the lower People; the Conſequences of their Tg- _ 
norance were ſeen, and, if never ſo bad, were of 
a ſhort Duration. — Not fo, when an happy or a 
miſerable Eternity depends upon their preſent Be- 
haviour: This is a Point of Conſequence, that muſt 
alarm and ſtir the Thoughts of Men; and a ſincere 
Chriſtian, thoroughly and affectionately convincd 
of this, will find his Humanity ſtrongly touch'd in 
the Reflection, and exert every Inſtance of his 
merciful Compaſſion in ſpreading ſuch ſolid and 
uſeful Inſtructions around him, as will beſt inform 
the Minds, and moſt effectually mend the Lives 


of thoſe, who may be loſt to all Eternity for want 7 


of ſuch good-naturd and pious Inſtructions. 
It is another Part therefore of the merciful . 
Man's Character, to uſe the moſt prudent and com- 
paſſionate Care he can to reclaim the Wicked. 
No Man, that has a Concern and Tenderneſs for 
the Welfare of another, eſpecially if he be of near 
Relation, or indeed upon the Foot of common 


Humanity, but muſt be griey'd at the Conduct 
B of 
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of a Man abandon'd to Wickedneſs. There is 
ſomething ſo ſhameful, in a wicked Life, ſo i inju- 
rious to the Reputation and Intereſt of one's 


Friend, ſo miſchie vous to Society, to the Comfort 
and Happinelk of a Man's own Life, and of ſuch 
_ dreadful Conſequence hereafter, that the Sight of 
it cannot chooſe, but raiſe the Compaſſion of a 

merciful and good-natur'd Man, and conſequently 


procure his Care and Aſſiſtance: — A prudent and 


© well-govern'd Care, I mean; not any impertinent 
and unreaſonable and pettiſh Reproofs, but juſt, 
and wiſe, and well timed Inſtructions, ſuch as will 
ſhew a Love and Charity to the Perſon, and an 
Hatred only of his Vices. — There is a Way moſt 
certainly of adviſing and oftentimes reclaiming a 
wicked Man, and Mercy and Prudence will find 
it out and apply it; for Wickedneſs is a State of 
Life much worſe than Misfortune, and more pro- 
perly the Object of our mutual Care and Aſſi- 
ſtance; and he that is recover'd from it, by the 
| Kindnch and Benevolence of another, will be very 
apt, (while the Experience of the Change is warm 
upon him) to expreſs his Gratitude, and pray for 


the Reward of his Benefactor in the good Words 


of our Saviour here, Bleſſed are the Merciful, &c. 


Again, Forgiveneſi of one another in the Caſe 
of Affronts and Injuries, is another Property of 
Mercy. PTS 
This 
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This is very largely and Epreſly enjoin'd us by 
the Goſpel, it is the Voice of Na ature and Reaſon, 
it is neceſſary for the Peace*and mutual Comfort 
of Society ; and the Senſe of its Obligation is ſo 
generally and well underſtood, that, in common 
Phraſe, it is almoſt appropriated to furious and re- 
vengeful and implacable Men, that they are un- 
merciful; and indeed nothing is a ſtronger Inſtance. 
of a favage and inhuman Nature, than to be mali- 
cious and reyengeful, implacable to thoſe who. 
have offended us, inexorable to thoſe who deſire 
to be received to Fayour, and cruel to thoſe who 
are under us. © If ye forgiye. not Men their 
<« 'Treſpaſſes, neither will your Heayenly Father 
forgive your Treſpaſſes.”” This is expreſly 
aſſerted by our Saviour, and the revengeful Man 
would do well to conſider it maturely. — But if 
He will not forbear Revenge out of a good Princi- 
ple, let him do it from a bad one; let his Pride 
freſtrain him, and let him conſider, that nothing 
debaſes him 10 much as the fulfilling ſuch an ugly 
Paſſion: Even this would be ſomething; and in 
time perhaps he might come to ſee, That Com- 
paſſion is the true Principle of Forgiveneſs; and 
that Men, who are themſelves ſo ſubject to Miſ- 
carriages and Infirmities, who ſo oſten ſtand in need 
of Forgiveneſs from one another, and All from God, 
can practice no Point of Duty, that will more 
become them, than Forgiveneſs of Injuries. 
And for the ſame Reaſon pretty much, Mercy 
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oblige us in many. Inftances to depart from what 


is our ſtri& Right, to ſacrifice a little to the Peace 
of Society, and the Welfare and Intereſt of our 


Neighbour. In the Bible we find it, and often in 
other moral Writers, that Juſtice and Mercy are 


mention'd rogether, intimating probably, that 
they ought to be practis d in conjunction; for 
Mercy is a more lovely Vertue, and argues more 


3 Goodneſs than Juſtice does, the one being a ſtrict 


bt, and the other a Favour and Kindneſs. — 


The Striftneſ of Juſtice may, in ſome Inſtances, 
be great Unmercifulneſs, and there Mercy comes 
in as a Check upon this rigid Vertue, and governs 

and tempers its Severity; it may indeed be ſaid of 
Mercy, in its general Influence, that it is the Mix- 
ture of that, which conſtitutes the Happineſs of 
Human Life, by moderating Juſtice, by making 
Wiſdom charitable and uſeful, and Power benefi- 
cent. — It is, in ſome Reſpects, in Men, as it is 
in God, our great Original; Juſtice, Wiſdom, and 


Power may make us formidable, but Goodneſs and 
Mercy make us amiable. This therefore i is another 


__ indiſputable Point of Mercy, to depart from our 


Right in Compaſſion to the Wants of other Peo- 


ple. Nay further, it is the Goodneſs and Genero- 


fity of Mercy to do more for the Good of others, 
than we are ſtrictly oblig'd to do; for where 
true Goodneſs, and not our own Conveniency i 1 
the Motive of our Actions, the Accompliſnment 
of the Good of others will be the only End of 
them; 


them; = in the {Tt een of 8 * j 
well as in the Way. of ſtrict, Sale and Bargain, I 
will not. conſider 10 much the Pains and Labour, 
as the Wants of a Fellow - Creature. — This is 
that merciful Juſtice, of which there are ſome fine 
Inſtances in the Law of Moſes; and which is eſſen- 
tial to the Character and Spirit of Enriſtianity. . 
To cloſe the Character of Mercy, beſides theſe - 
great and important Inſtances of it, upon Which 
the well-being of the World denn, and Which was 
are the neceſſary Terms of the Salvation of a 
Chriſtian Man, it is further required of us, that 8 
we behave to one another, in the Leſſer: Offices - 


4 5 2 h ; 
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Temper. Fr - a; 
There is a Sort of Mercy in n Civil in inof- 
5 fenſive Deportment, in mutual Forgiveneſs and 
Condeſcenſion, in charitable and good- natur d : 
Turns, in avoiding Scandal and Defamation, in 
keeping clear of moroſe and rude and broad Lan- 
guage, in ſettling little Miſunderſtandings, in right 
Information, in proper and decent Reſpects, ary in 
pardoning and helping our mutual Infirmities..— 
_ Theſe, I fay, exerted in the leſſer Offices of Life, 
are no inconſiderable Inſtances of Mercy, nor of + 
ſmall Moment in our civil Conduct and Converſa- 
tion, nor at all below the Care and Obſervance of 
a Chriſtian. Nor is this all; for there is indeed 
another Office of Mercy ſtill behind, upon which. 
1 muſt beg leave to ſay a Word or two, becauſe : 
TO the 
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nay, I will i Hamanity, to the Brute Crea- 
tion. {We tale ourſelves Lords of the inferior 
World, and alt in the'D Dominion which God has 
given us: % AIs well; let us therefore behave our- 


ſielves like Kings, and We Tyrants ; let our 
Power be tempered with 
to thoſe Creatures, which are the Slaves and Drud- 
ges of our Pleaſures; and, with regard to Others, 
let us never deſtroy theit Lives or put them to 
Pain out of Wantonneſs, but, when we kill 
___ them 


ercy, more eſpecially 


four Uſe or Defence, let us ſhorten their 


Pains, and put them to no. unneceſſary Torture. 
The Scripture ſays, that a merciful Man is merci- 
ful to his Beaſt; from whence we may reaſonably 


conclude, That this Sort of Mercy, as well as 


that to one another, will be plac'd to our future 


Account. Cruel Sports were thought a very high 


RefleQion upon the Politeneſs of the Roman Peo- 
ple, and I am ſure they are much greater upon the 
Mercy and Humanity of Chriſtians, | But of this 


enough, © 
Having thus very lirkely: ſhewn you what i Is 


the Quality of Mercy, and how it is, in ſome ge- 

neral Inſtances, exerted, I proceed to confider the 
ſecond Part of the Text, by which the Duty is 
enforced and recommended, Bleſſed, &c. 


Now, I think, in explitning the happy Effects 
of theſe great Chriſtian Vertues, enumerated here 


by 


* 


"the LOKPMATOR, 1 


r + 


by our Saviour, it ig Hot only lawful bur i incum= = 


bent on us, to ſhew that they e the Promiſe 
of this Life, as well as that wal ich i9 to come, and, 

excluſive of future Rewards, are really cligible for 
themſelves. — They are undoubtedly beft for us 
here, as is plainly the Caſe of theWertue we are 
now ſpeaking of, a kind and merciful Behaviour. 


_ Bleſſed are, &c. Firſt, on account of the Affection 


itſelf, which is founded on Love and Humanity; 
a pleaſant and friendly Paſſion, pure and peaceable, 


and full of good Fruits to Men; and tho' it max To X 
ſeem to create us Trouble by ſubſe&ing us to tje 
Pain and Infirmities of others, yet the Satisfac- — 


tion which ariſes from the Senſe of doing them 


good, does more than make amends for the Un- 
eaſineſs their Misfortunes give us. Upon which 
Account Solomon has ſaid, with great Truth and 
Juſtice, that a © marcifat Man doth good to his 
„ cvn Soul, but he that is cruel, troubleth his 
« own Fleſh, " — There is a Combort: and Satiſ- 
faction in the merciful Man's Reflections, which as 
the wiſe Man expreſſes it, doth good like a Me- 
dicine, whereas the After-thoughts of the Cruel 
and Oppreſſive give them a World of Torment 


and Vexation : Nay, the Exerciſe of Cruelty in 
any kind muſt occaſion a great deal of preſent 
Vneaſineſs; and tho' Habits will go far in chang- 
ing our Natures, it is hardly to be conceiy'd that 


a Man can either oppreſs or neglect to help a mi- 
ſcrable Objed, without puting a. great Force upon 


his 


a AR: 


and Compaſſion. = Tn other Points of Duty, we 
are put upon thwarting and breaking our Inclina- 


— > — 
8 TY, -' 5 way is a very 
ubborn Thig ng * c, e kept down for a while, 
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propett 1 De * 1 Tee , Bleſſed in their Vertue, 
becauſe 81 is ö agreeably to the Bent and In. 
clination of Nature, Which has form d us for Pity 


tions, but here we are to fellow them, and the 
Pleaſure ariſes from the Senſe of having done fo. 
Neither is there any thing in the Practice of 
Mercy that mortifies or ſets us low in the Opinion 
of the World: On the contrary, to Pity, to Re- 
 leve, to Comfort, to Inſtruct, to Reclaim, to 
Forgive, to behave with Generoſity, ſets us upon 
the ſuperior Side, and is acting a very honourable 
Part in Life, as our Saviour himſelf might inti- 
mate in that memorable Say ing of his, that © it 
« is more Bleſſed to Give than to Reserve“ The 
hardeſt Part of the Duty, and that which is moſt 
ſtomach'd by Men, is the Forgiveneſs of Injuries; 
the Wiſdom of which however is ſufficiently juſti- 
fied by obſerving, that for one Man, who has re- 
pented the Forgiveneſs of Injuries, ten Thouſand 
have regretted the Revenge of them. Bleed 
therefore are the Merciful; the Perſormance of 
their Duty is natural and eaſy, agreeable both to 
Reaſon, Religion and Inclination, and in the 
Opinion 


noble Nature. 


1 


Opinion of al 0 


For it is N his 75 "_ = 


ich whom he 
conyerſes finds the Benefit ef is CO orreſpondence, 


and Society at large ig Better d by him. There is 
a Loyelineſs in his Example, no- body has any 
thing to object againſt it, but every one praiſes it. 
Iltis ſomething to be Juſt and preſerve an invio-" 
late Fidelity; but this is ſhort of the merciful. 
Man's Deportment. — He is more, he is kind and 
generous and beneficent, and not only as good as, 
but uſually much better than his Word ; fo that 
commonly ſpeaking, he meets with very fiir Quar- 
ter from the World: Proſperity gives him great 
Command and Authority, and in Adverſity all are 


ready to help him, who, in his Turn, has been 


helpful to all; and therefore Men of all Ranks and 
Conditions find their Account in the Practice of this 
Vertue, both in its Eſteem and Uſefulneſs; for 
Kerey, as 706 beautifully has expreſs'd it, 1 the 
Robe and Diadem to the Magiſtrate, is N 1 
in the Man of Quality, is Honour in the Soldier, 
and not only the Ornament, but the very Liſe and 


Subſiſtence of the Lower World. — Bleſſed are 


the Merciful, for they ſhall obtain Mercy. They 
have made the beſt Proviſion for it, from the 
Hd of other Hin, or, if they fail of it there, 


0 they 


| nothe Muppy Circumſtance” Fo” 
to the 'Mercifal, that the Practice of this Duty 
procures him certainly 2 a great deal of Eſteem 
and Love. Every particu 


18 HAN = N 3. 4 


E %er have a ſure Friend of God, *Ihoſe Providence 
zs engag d in their Fayour. | For, Fourthly, This 
ſeems implied in dur Sawigur's Promiſe, that the 
merciful Man ſhall obtain Mercy that is, the 
Providence of God will protect and defend him 
here, by guarding him gain Misfortunes, eaſing 
his Pains and Infirmitie: 


ſupporting his Spirits, 


and enabling him to bear the Burthen of Human 


„ Life with Comfort and Satisfaction. It is reaſon- 
aaahle to think, That the Providence of God will 
bear a particular Regard to him, ho is ſo much 
the Image and Reſemblance of himſelf; and the 
Royal Pſalmiſt, I remember, intimates to us, 
"M That God proportions. his Reward to the Nature, 
as well as the Degree of Men's Vertues. — Charity | 
to the Sick ſhall be r&warded on the Bed of Sick- 
neſs;  « for he that confidereth, the Poor, the Lord. 
4 vin ſtrengthen him upon the Bed of Languiſh- 
« © ings:” But let that be as it, will, and, as. the 
_ Wiſdom. of God ſhall order it: This however we 
are ſure of, That laſtly, in the final Event of 
Things, and at the great and dreadful Judgment; 
of the Laſt Day, the Merciful Man ſhall obtain 
MM Mercy, and this is of more moment to him than 
| every, other Conſideration : : There is indeed ſome 
Comfort and Satisfaction in the very. Practice of 
Mercy, in the Loye and Eſteem of Men conſe- 
quent upon it, and in the Hopes that we live in 
God's, preſent Fayour : But the ſolid and. laſting, 
Comfort. is, chat it will ſecure, us-an Intereſt, and 
— 
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dell Gods Payout to us in - the Day of f Judg- << 
t our Mercy will ſtand us 
in ſtead indeed, and then ſhall We bless ourſelyes 


ment. Then it is thi 


in the Remembrance, when all our good and mer- 
eiful Actions ſhall be put in theBalance againſt the 
witful Tranſgreſſions, the "habitnal Vices and 


N egleQs, and all the ſhameful Practices of a ſinful 
Life. How far they will weigh muſt be left to 


thotlty, to encourage. us to | the Practice of the 
moſt uſeful, moſt amiable and godlike Vertue, and 
of all others moſt agreeable to the Character and 
Spirit of his Religion; that the merciful Man 


: ſhall be Bleſſed, Decal he will obtain Mercy. 


Having thus explain'd the Duty of the Text, 


and enforc'd it by general Arguments, I come 


now to recommend it to your Practice from the 
particular good Effects produc'd by it in the Hoſ- 


pitals and Workhouſes of this Great and Flouriſh- 


ing City; which I cannot do in any manner ſo 


lively and affecting as by referring you to the 


Particulars of the laſt Year's Account; from 


C 2 whence 


the God of Mercies, and the Goodneſs of our 
Bleſſed Saviour: As yet x we cannot underſtand the 
full Meaning of that very ſignificant Phraſe of ob- 
_ taining Mercy; it can only be known in that 
tremendous Day, when the Equity and Wiſdom 
of God's Providence will be. Juſtified i in the Sight 
of Men and An gels. In the mean 2 we OR, 
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whence you will learn much better than from the 
feeble Voice of the Preach 
general Deſcription, what are the ſeyeral Proper- 
ties of Mercy; and when you are conyinc'd how 
much Good has. been done 
the ſeveral Spe 
as you cannot but highly approve Deſigns in them- 
| ſelves ſo excellent, ſo, I truſt, you will encourage 
them, as God has bleſs'd you with Abilities, in 
making them ſtill more uſeful to the Publick. 


r, or than from any 


e by them in relieving 
zecics of Human Want and Miſery, 


The REPORT. 


E have now a by Relation, what 
Thouſands feel in Experience, with what a 


wiſe and compaſſionate Care the Magiſtracy of 
this Noble City watches oyer the Welfare of it, 
and are truly ſenſible, I doubt not, what Thanks 
and Gratitude are due, next under God, to them. 
They fulfil, ye ſee, the Character both of the 


Civil and Religious Magiſtrate, Sc. not confining 


their Attention to the great Branches of Govern- 
ment, without which Society cannot ſubſiſt at all; 


with a Piety truly Chriſtian they conſider the 
Wants and Diſtreſſes of the meaneſt Individual. 
It is not my Purpoſe to Aatter, but to remind * 
of a Truth, of which the World is Witneſs, that 
no Schemes of Publick Charity can be laid or exe- 


cuted with greater Judgment or Fidelity, than 


thoſe 


NW nr 
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thoſe which offer themſelves annually here for 
your Approbation and Encouragement. It is a 
thing very poſſible that Charity itſelf may hurt 
Religion and Society, and the ſuperſtitious Founda- 
tions, happily now become par 
and pious Revenue, are à Proof that even Charity 
may be defeated and ſpoiled by Popery; and the 
pure and beneficent Vertue, full of good Fruits to 


Men, the Honour and the Ornament of Chriſtia- 


nity, be abus d to Purpoſes quite oppoſite to its 


Nature; while that Spirit of Deluſion reign'd 


here, the ſpecious Name of this good Vertue was. 
made uſe of often to cheat the World, and the 
| pious and honeſt-hearted Chriſtian gave away his. 

| Subſtance or left it at his Death, to be ſquander d 

by ill-deſigning Men, in oſtentatious Shew, in n, 
_ fooliſh and hurtful Superſtition, or in the Support 
of ignorant and idle Religioniſts; and true Cha- 


rity, for which the whole was intended, and en 2 


the Credit of whoſe Name it was obtain d, had in- 
deed the leaſt Share of the Benelftion, oo The. 
Piety and reſolute Honeſty of our Anceſtors reſ- 


cued this excellent Vertue, and we now, God be 
| thanked, ſee it exercis d with a Wiſdom truly re- 


ligious and truly beneficial to Society. — There is 


no ſome Senſe and Goodneſs in the Conduct X: 


it, and the Preacher can with Heart and Courage 


| recommend. it, when every Branch of this cha- 


ritable Ps will ſtand the Teſt, and extort 
che Approbation of the ſeyereſt Examiner. 
One 


of this moſt uſeful 


— 
F . 
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One Hoſpital, we are told, takes up and in- 


ſtructs many Hundreds of poor Orphans, and fits 
them for Buſineſs and Navigation, raiſes them from 


the Duſt, and renders them, in time, the Pride, 


the Riches, and the Bulwark of their native. 


Country. Others open eit Gates to Thouſands 1 


of Sick and Wounded, adminiſter to them the Suc- 
cours of the beft Human Art, and by a regular 
and clean, and, ſo far as their Revenues will allow, 
plwkentiful Care of them in their Diſtreſſes, reflores 
tem to their Health and Limbs, and reinſtates 
them in their feveral Callings. Diſcipline and due 
Correction are the Buſineſs of another, where the 
Severity of Juſtice is temperd with a proper 
Mercy, and the lew'd Vagrant, deaf to the Voice 


of Reaſon and kind Inſtruction, is taught his Duty 


in a Way better ſuited to his diſingenuous Nature, 
5 and oftentimes it happens, that the Terrors of 18 ; 
flamy, and the Severities of Diſcipline will bring 
Men to their ſober Senſes, when nothing elſe will 


do it: Thus much however is certain, that this 


proper and ſeaſonable Correction ſets a Mark upon 
Lewdneſs, and if it does not always reftore the 


Wicked, the Example of it deters and may pre- 


ferve the Innocent, The Hoſpital of Bethlem 


takes Care of the diſtracted; a Sort of Charity 
ſcarce to be equal'd for its Purity and Diſintereſt- 
edneſs and extenſive Benefit. There is no ſeeing, 
indeed no thinking of, the miſerable. Creatures 
confin'd there, without melting into Tears at the 
Senſe 
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Senſe of their „ ee no reffeding upon 

the Means us d for their Recovery, without riſing 
up and blefling their Benefactors. — Oh, may 
their N umbers encreaſe daily, till this Noble 
Foundation is compleated by a proper and a laſt- 
Ing Proviſion for thofe, whoſe SY e too 


The Landbn- I orkhouſe proves its 2 
Uſdfulncs by its own Hiſtory, and when one ob- 
ſer ves how many Thouſands, in the Courſe of 5 
few-Years, have been cloath'd, and educated, and 
ſent into the Publick Service, and how many 
Thouſands more reſtor d to it, by the good Cafe 
and Diſeipline of the Houſe, we muſt own that it 
bears a very honourable Share in the Charities of 
this munificent City: And indeed it muſt be 
confeſs d of all theſe: ſeveral Inſtitutions, t that no 
Publick: Charities can be better deſign d than 
they are; Religion and Civil Government unite. » 
in their Appro dation: ; they plainly anſwer every 
End of both; the Good-of Society, the Happineſs 
of Thdividuals, the Advancement of our moſt holy 
Religion, and the Glory of our great Creator; ſo 
that if they are as faithfully executed as they are 


fulneſs to the good Governors of them, ſhey little 
Warmth or Concern: for the Publick, or the Suc- 
ceſs of our Religion, and betray a very criminal 
Obdurateneſs to the Wants and Miſeries of our 
m * if we N them « our beſt Help 


and 
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iT Aſſiſtance. — Who then are they that er 


for the right Adminiſtration of theſe excellent 
Charities? Their Preſence forbids me to enlarge 
upon their Praiſes, but Juſtice commands me to 
obſerve, that as their Talents for and Acquaintance 
with Bufinels, their opulent Fortunes, their natu- 
ral Attachment and Love to their city and their 
Country, and to the Intereſt of their Religion, 


render them fit for ſo important a Truſt, and ſet 


them above every little and private Corruption, ſo 
their Behaviour in it has always appeared to be 


moſt exact and exemplary; and one Circumſtance 
ſhould always be remember'd to their Honour, 
that far from declining theſe kind Offices, tho' 
attended uſually with much Trouble and Expence, 
they ſeem ambitious of the Employment; as if it 


was a Praiſe and Credit to their Characters, as in- 


| deed it is, to go about doing Good. But ſtill, it 
ſeems, the Supplies of Bounty, tho manag'd with g 
moſt ſerupulous Fidelity, are very unequal to the 
Calls of Want, Miſery, and Misfortune. Now 


this is a great Reproach to us, not only as Pro- 


feſſors of the beſt and beſt-temper'd Religion in 
| the World, but to the Humanity and Good- | 
nature of the Engliſh People. — Look round about | 
you, obſerye the Marks of Opulence in this pro- 
digious City, with what expenſive Elegance we | 
build, with what Vanity and Curioſity we furniſh, | 


with wa Pride and Oſtentation we are attended, 
with what a ſumptuous Luxury we ſpread our 
T ables, | 
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Tables, and in what Exceſs and Prodigality we 
ſupport our Publick Diverſions, and then fit down 


and be aſham'd' to confider, that nothing around us 


bears the Mark of Penury but our Publick Cha- 
ities: — A very faithful Report of their Condi- 
tion is here preſented to you, and ſuch, as we will 
| | hope, may move your enge 
For in the midſt of the higheſt and'ms 
Affluence, it ought not ſurely to be matter of 
annual Complaint, that Houſes decay for want of 
Funds to repair them, that Orphans are left ex- 
pos d to Poverty and Vice, that the Sick and 
5 Wounded are rejected for want of Room to re- 
ceive them, the Incurables return d upon their 
diſtreſſed and helpleſs Friends, and ever in thoſe 
Hoſpitals, which are manag'd with the niceſt and 
moſt faithful Oeconomy, the Accommodations ſhort: 
of what Charity and Good-nature could wiſh: 
them. — How much better would it become the 
Grandeur of this Chriſtian City, if the Cup over- 
flow'd, if the Garners of Charity were full and 
plenteous with all manner of Store, ſo that there 
ſhould be no Marks of Decay, and no room for 
_ complaining in our Streets. — One might mention. 
a World of Arguments to warm your Compaſſion | 
upon theſe Occaſions. I will ſuggeſt one to you, 
which is not always conſider'd, at leaſt not ſo 
much as it ſeems to me to . It is this, 
That there is not a clearer Point of natural Juſtice, 
nor any thing more "or the Intereſt of Commu- 


onate Aſſiftance : 
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"nity, than that theſe particular Charities ſhould d be 
ſupported and encouraged. — It thould never be, 
forgot, That People in higher Life owe all their 
Eaſe and Felicity to the Induftry and Labours of 
the Poor: They bring in all the Materials of our 
worldly Happineſs ; ; they, trade for us, they fight 
for us, they owl id, they furniſh, they provide Wy 
our Tables, And attend our Commands both in 
Health and Sickneſs, at all Times and Sen 
both of Buſineſs and of Pleaſure, and vhis at the 
HFazard of their own Health and Lives; and 
therefore it is not a Point only of Mercy, but of na- 

' tural Juſtice to take the kindeſt Care of them and 
of their Offipring, —a Care which will be amply. 
repaid us: For when they experience our Bounty, 
I had like to have call'd it Gratitude, upon theſe 
Occaſions, they will ſerve us with Heart and Love 
and Faithfulneſs, will ſeek the Peace of the City, 
where they dwell, and be naturally carried, in 
their ſeveral Stations, to promote the Common 
Intereſt. The Truth is, neither the Peace nor 
Welfare of the Publick can in any degree be pre- 
ſeryd without a due Care of the Poor; and it 
wants but little Reflection to ſee, that the Rich, 
with all the Advantages that their Wealth could | 
give them, would have a very uneaſy Time of it, 
if the Children of the Poor were utterly untaught 
and ignorant, the Sick and Aged unprovided for, 
and the Idle and vagrant Part of them let looſe 
upon the Sober and Induſtrious: It is not there- 


fore, 
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25 as I muſt obſerve again to you, only the 4 
Goodneſs of Religion which enjoins us Charity, 
but it is part of the Wiſdom of Civil Goyern= 


ment, and has been the Care of all underſtanding 


: Legiſlatures. — An Argument which I will ven- 


ture to leave with you, as à very important one 
for Mercy and Good-nature; Wh 
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ill ſtrike 
your Minds with a Force not to be reliſted, when, 


* in your private and Self-RefleQions, you will add 
to it, thoſe ſtill more weighty ones drawn from 
the Nabace of God, from the plain Injunctions of 
thoſe Scriptures, which you believe and reyerence, 
and from the moſt amiable Example of that Lind, . 
and merciful Sayzour, * is to de our common 5 


—_ 8 I a 4/0" LY 


—BO 0 K 8 Frome, fer 2 2 „. 8 I 
hecy in the ſeveratg S 


; «4, of the World, ein ſix Diſco ries, delivered at: the 
| Hand: 1. 21 ua: Publiſhed: at the 


the T'wo Honourable. 
To hich: Aare added Four Diſſertations : : I. The 
A of the ond Epiſtle of St. Frter be Senſe 


of the Ae ore Chriſt upon the Circumſtances and. 
_ *Confequences FG de the Fall. BB; Te Bie Bieffing of dal, Gen. 
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with tlie her td: Sacrety Te Dads © for promoting Eg 5 
. Proteſtant Schools i in Freland, at their, Meeting f in the wa 
3 _ of St. Mary Le Bow, « on Fri, March 17, 173 
3 7 by the Richt Reverend Father i in God Thomas JE 
Ve of Saliſbury, 
. Tryal of the Witneſles of the RefurreRtion of Je- 
fi The Eighth Edition. Price 15. 6d. 
8 N B. Not only Mr. Woolſton's Obj ections in bis Sixth Dit. 
Courſe on our Saviour's Miracles, bor thoſe alſo which he and 
_ * others have publiſhed in other Books, are here conſidered. 
„ ColleQion, of Tracts, Moral, and Theological: 
Placed in the Order wherein they were firſt publiſhed, viz. I. A 
Lletter to a Deiſt. II. The Foundation 55 moral Goodneſs. 
Part I. III. The Foundation of moral Goodneſs, Part II. 
IV. Divine Rectitude. V. A Second Letter to a Deiſt. VI. The 
Law of Truth. With ſome additional Notes, and a Supple- 
ment concerning Rectitude. By John Balguy, M. A. Vicar of 
5 2 in the County of York, N ee of 
Sarum. 
VIII. Five Sermons on the lowing Subj ccd, 'Y. The 
extreme Folly and Wretchedneſs of an atheiftie kee, 
II. God's Government of the World, a moſt ſure and joy ful 
Pruth. III. The Dignities and Diſtinctions of human * 
IV. and V. Natural and moral Proof of a future State, Preach- 
ed in the Country, and publiſhed at the Requeſt of a Friend. 
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